
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn and 

grow with 

Jesus to love, 

inspire and 

serve others. 
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Theme Overview 

 
Year 3: Canals   

 

 



We are Citizens: Stewards of Our World 

Year 3: 

Throughout this focus, children will learn about the history of the canal and river system in Stourport. We will find out about 
how exotic goods were brought up from the seaports of Bristol and Gloucester , then exchanged for manufactured goods 
brought from Birmingham and the Black Country. In Science, we will learn about animals and the importance of nutrition. We 

will also look at how muscles and skeletons give the body support, protection, and movement. During English, we will focus 
on non-fiction texts to find out more general information about canals and rivers. We will also look at creating our own 
information leaflets on Stourport’s canal basin.  

Theme Impact 

Children will investigate what it used to be like living in Stourport when the canal basin was first built 250years ago. They will 

ask questions, examine photographs, and have opportunity to look at artefacts. Children will also learn about the importance 
of staying safe near the water and finding out about the different parts of a narrow boat. Through Science children will think 
about the welfare of the animals in the rivers and canals and the affect that humans may have on the health of these 
waterways.  

Catholic Social Teaching 

Dignity of the Human Person 
Human dignity is something that can’t be taken away. Catholic Social Teaching states that each and every person has value, 
are worthy of great respect and must be free from slavery, manipulation and exploitation. Through their Collective Worship, 
children will be reminded that we are all made in the image of God and that God is present in all of us- no matter their race, 

culture or belief.  Children may think about migrants and refugees, the elderly in our community, prisoners and their familie s 
and the homeless.   

Virtues and Values 

Our virtue and values focus this term is: Faith-filled and Hopeful 
Faith-filled in their beliefs and hopeful for the future. By passing on the living and faith-filled tradition of Jesus Christ; by 

having persevering faith in the pupils, and by encouraging them in turn, to have faith and hope in themselves and others.  

British Values 

Mutual Respect: Children will learn…  
 
Celebrating Differences  
Rule of Law 

Mutual Respect 

Curriculum Drivers 

PSHE 

Celebrating Differences  
Ten:Ten  
Created and Loved by God – Module 1 
Created to Love Others - Module 2  
Emotional well-being Personal Relationships 

 

Anti-bullying 

Science   

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Working Scientifically 
Animals, including humans 
• identify that animals, including humans, need 

the right types and amount of nutrition, and 
that they cannot make their own food; they 
get nutrition from what they eat 

• identify that humans and some other animals 
have skeletons and muscles for support, 
protection and movement. 

I know how to identify that animals, including humans, 
need the right types and amount of nutrition, and that 

they cannot make their own food; they get nutrition 
from what they eat  

I know how to identify that humans and some other 
animals have skeletons and muscles for support, 

protection and movement 
 

Geography 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 



Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 
human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

PK1: Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country 
and/or a region within North/South America.  
HPG2: Human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. Also including trade between UK, Europe 
and ROW   
HPG3: Fair/unfair distribution of resources (Fairtrade).  

 

History  

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

a local history study E1: Use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) 
the Internet,, pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings, visits to museums and galleries and visits to sites as 
evidence about the past.   
E2: Ask questions and find answers about the past.  
 

D&T  

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Technical knowledge 

• understand and use mechanical systems 
in their products [for example, gears, 
pulleys, cams, levers and linkages] 

R1- Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 

experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

D1- Use their research to develop some of their own design criteria. 

D2- Draw a fully labelled sketch/diagram of their product, 

MC1- Cutting - Measure and mark materials before cutting.  Cut materials 

accurately, using appropriate tools. Score and fold paper/card accurately.  

MC4- Improving- Apply their prior knowledge and understanding to make 

structures stiffer/ more stable as they work. Check design criteria as they work. 
E4- Improve- Suggest how their product could be improved. Take part in peer 
evaluation, giving and receiving feedback from fellow pupils. 

Wider Curriculum Opportunities 

Writing Reading 

Throughout this half term, we will use a range of 
non-fiction texts to help us find out more 
information about canals. The children will use 
simple organisational devices, such as headings 
and sub-headings to create their own non-
chronological reports.  

During our English lessons we will read ‘Gaspard the Fox’ by 
Zeb Soanes. We will also focus on using a dictionary to check 
the meaning of new topic words or new words we have read. 
During story time and our guided reading sessions we will 
also complete ‘Danny the Champion of the World’.  

Enrichment Home Learning 

Our topic will include a visit to Stourport canal 
basin where we will receive a talk from someone 
from the Canal and River Trust. 

Create a tourist 

information guide for 
someone visiting 
Stourport. What 

would they like to 
see? Make sure you 
include the river and 
canal. 

Create your own 

canal walk scavenger 
hunt checklist. You 
could share it with 

the class for someone 
else to complete.  

Draw and label a 

picture of a canal 
boat. Include all or 
some of the 

following: steel hull, 
boatman’s cabin, 
cargo, funnel, rudder, 
tiller, bow, stern. 



Use any material of 
your choice to make a 
narrow boat. You 

could even test it out 
in water to see if it 
floats!  

Create a fact file on 
James Brindley the 
engineer behind 

Stourport’s canal 
basin.  

Make a poster about 
different canal 
wildlife. You could 

include several 
different types of 
animals or focus on 
one.  

 

Discrete Objectives 

RE PE 

Reconciliation  
Remembrance  
Advent  

Gymnastics 
Dance  

Music Modern Foreign Languages 

Create our own lyrics to known piece of music to 
promote anti-bullying week.  

French – animals  

Computing  

Coding 
Online Safety  

 

 

 


